VSN Well Water Monitoring Program

Valley Stewardship Network (VSN) is offering a new program with the intention of assisting its membership and area residents in the monitoring of their private wells. This program is in response to an increasing interest from individuals wanting assurance of uncontaminated sources of drinking water, when possible threats to ground water aquifers may exist.

This program was designed to give individuals an opportunity to support VSN stewardship activities, while providing a beneficial service to the surrounding community. Included in the well water sample package listed below is a one time introductory “Valley Steward” level membership.

Basic well water sample:  $75 ($100 w/ additional lab analysis of nitrate-nitrogen)

Basic well water sample consists of a 100 ml. legal test for total coliform and e-coli. The legal acceptable limit is < 1 / 100 ml. A spot check for nitrate-nitrogen using a HACH test strip is also included, with the recommended limit  <10 mg/L.

E-coli bacteria have a fecal origin. A standard plate count is also done which detects many other types of bacteria.

· A laboratory analysis of nitrate-nitrogen is recommended if the afore mentioned spot check detects levels 10 mg/L or greater.

· Additional water analysis available through Leuther Laboratories

Scheduling of well sampling is subject to VSN staff availability. An additional transportation charge may apply. (This charge will be based on distance from VSN office)

· VSN reserves the right to retain water quality results in a database for use in future  scientific research and resource management

· Water quality results will not be released without written consent of the property owner where the well sample was taken

· The organization known as VSN will not use this information for litigation purposes

All samples taken by Gary Thompson, Water Quality Monitoring coordinator @ VSN, 608-637-3615, www.kickapoovsn.org, or contact gary@kickapoovsn.org
All samples processed by Leuther Laboratories, N1006 CTH “M”, Coon Valley WI., 608-788-8180, fax 608-788-1412, www.leutherlab.com, leutherlab@centurytel.net 

