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Valley Stewardship Network’s 

Farm Policy Position Statement

Situation Analysis

Nationwide, industrial agricultural has had significant negative impacts on air, water, soil quality, biodiversity of our ecosystem and human health. Wisconsin lacks local control regarding state and local farm policy regulations. Its citizens and lawmakers often don't understand  how state and local farm policy impacts our communities, food security and the natural environment. Furthermore, state and local farm policy regulations aren't effectively and efficiently enforced.. VSN believes we must implement a proactive strategy to raise public awareness about sustainable and economically sound farming enterprises and empower citizens to lead and participate in the political process.

Our Position 

· The Valley Stewardship Network advocates through education for the creation of a sustainable agriculture system where state and local farm policies protect our community’s economic, social and environmental well-being.

· The Valley Stewardship Network believes that healthy, sustainable communities are built upon a strong foundation of community-wide cooperation, public participation and open political processes.

· The Valley Stewardship Network acknowledges that building sustainable communities means recognizing that our health, safety and prosperity are dependent on the continued health of our natural environment and local government has a very significant role to play in achieving this objective.

Our Vision

Empower communities, protect the environment, and build democracy by asserting local control over industrial agriculture in Wisconsin

“…pioneering a new model of community organizing -- one based on enabling residents of rural parts of the State to secure their community's right to a sustainable future. Instead of struggling to make environmental regulatory agencies enforce their regulations, those citizens -- who live and work in conservative, rural America -- are instead asserting their right of self-government to protect the natural environment and their communities. In reaching for that goal, they are passing laws that define and implement their sustainable visions for agriculture, waste management, and land development. In the process, they are defining democracy -- asserting their right to govern themselves and contesting the authority of corporations to govern them.”[Southern Sustainable Agriculture Working Group]

Our Strategy

Proactively increase community involvement in farm policy decision making through the following efforts:

· Provide a resource library and kit on farm policy issues with materials available at the VSN office and on the VSN website that will empower citizen-action;

· Develop a water quality monitoring response plan for citizens and community groups and broadly disseminate available data to the community;

· Network with other state and national farm policy groups;

· Provide information to the public on local legislative processes regarding local and state farm policy; and

· Assist local citizens in the initial phase of community efforts to organize around threats to natural resources.

