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May 16, 2011
Mr. Lawrence Lynch, Hydrologist for Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster Street, Box 7921
Madison, WI  53707


RE: Proposed High Capacity Well in Utica Township

Dear Mr. Lynch:

For the past ten years, Valley Stewardship Network (VSN) and its members have been actively engaged in the protection of the water bodies within the Kickapoo Watershed.  Recently we have become aware of a proposed high capacity well within the Town of Utica, capable of pumping 500 gallons per minute.  Not only are there several concerns regarding said proposal by Mr. Darrell Long, but also we at VSN believe that the proposed well could cause adverse environmental impacts to the North Branch of Copper Creek, classified as a Class I Trout Stream.  

Environmental issues to be addressed:

· DNR modeling has shown that if used at maximum allowable capacity (500,000 gallons per day) for a minimum of two months, a 30-40% reduction in stream flow may result causing higher stream temperatures and lower dissolved oxygen levels which in turn create unfavorable habitats for trout.  
· According to the Environmental Assessment completed as per requirement of 2003 Wisconsin Act 310 (under ch. NR 150, Wis. Adm. Code):
· “Impacts related to reduction in flow in the adjacent segment of the North Branch of Copper Creek could be long-term in nature if the well is operated on a frequent basis throughout the year and over multiple years.”
· Proposed well would capture groundwater that would otherwise flow to a nearby part of the North Branch of Copper Creek as well as naturally occurring springs that discharge into the stream.  
· Construction of proposed well can cause soil erosion and sediment deposition which can alter the stream habitat through higher water temperatures, lower dissolved oxygen levels, and interference with feeding and spawning behavior critical for trout.
· According to “The Environmental Impact of Recreational Trout Angling in the Driftless Area” published by Trout Unlimited in 2008, in the Driftless region alone over 1 billion dollars is brought into the area solely from trout fishers.  Our economy depends on the protection of clean water and natural habitats.  




If the high capacity well proposal is accepted by the DNR, Valley Stewardship Network encourages further provisions be built into the permit including:

· Require a lower maximum capacity so that stream levels would not be significantly lowered even with regular use.
· As stated in the EA, the owner’s intent is to sell the water to those who are in need of an emergency supply of water such as fire departments, agricultural activities, and public water suppliers.  However, there is no clear definition of what constitutes an “emergency” and is left up to the discretion of the owner.  Clearer parameters need to be stated as well as a required user log for accountability.  
· Requirement of well casing depth to be significantly greater than 126 feet as it would likely lower potential impacts to the stream.
· Install a water level gauge and include specific restrictions on how much water can be pumped during varying stream water levels.  Include enforceable language and accountability to encourage compliance.
· Requirement of physical obstructions such as straw bales or silt fence to lower impact of soil erosion and deposition.
· Encouragement of volunteer stream monitors to assess stream health of North Branch of Copper Creek to provide further accountability.

Thank you for your consideration of VSN’s comments with regards to the high capacity well proposed in Crawford County, located within the Kickapoo watershed and the Driftless region.   


Sincerely,


Katya Leonard
[bookmark: _GoBack]Water Quality Monitoring Program Coordinator 
Valley Stewardship Network




VSN’s mission is to promote stewardship and inspire cooperative efforts to improve the sustainability of the communities and ecosystems in the Kickapoo Watershed region.


~People of the Kickapoo Valley working together to promote good stewardship of the watershed.~
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